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Worship Notes
Third Sunday in Lent — March 22 & 23, 2025

We welcome our members and guests who are worshiping with us today,
and pray God'’s rich blessings upon you during this time of worship!

THEME
Throughout the Holy Scriptures, the Lord inspires several refrains that shape the
confession of the church —repent and live, abhor evil, flee destruction, and love
righteousness! The justice of Christ’s righteousness abolishes the merit of good
works; He redeems those who genuinely repent of their iniquity. These are the ones
upon whom He bestows eternal life. By human standards, this is questionable
justice. By divine standards, it is total grace! God is faithful. He will do it!

HYMN OF THE DAY:
Our Hymn of the Day, May God Bestow on Us His Grace, is one of 31 hymns by
Martin Luther contained in our hymnal (there are several with multiple versions or
settings). In 1523 Luther expressed the wish that “we had as many songs as possible
in the vernacular which the people could sing during mass.” That same year, he
wrote several paraphrases of biblical psalms, including this hymn, a paraphrase of
Psalm 67, with each hymn stanza paraphrasing 2 verses of the psalm except verse 5
as it repeats verse 3!

e Stanza 1 is a plea for God to “bestow on us His grace” that we would know
“His saving health” and that the world would see “Christ’s riches without
measure.”

e Stanza 2 says that all nations will thank and bless the Lord and will “raise the
voice of exultation” with joy. For God judges the earth and won’t allow sin to
flourish, but will keep and nourish His flock, sustaining them “in righteous
paths.”

e Stanza 3 begins with the praise of God’s people. The stanza includes a
doxology to the Triune God. The inclusion of such a New Testament
reference in a psalm paraphrase was very unusual at the time.

In keeping with Luther’s wish to make songs accessible to the people, we sing his

hymn to a “newer” tune, composed expressly for this hymnal, and two of

Luther’s hymns use this tune now. ELVET BANKS is an English tune, written by

David Lee.



Third Sunday in Lent

Divine Service, Setting Four without Communion

Prelude, Ringing of the Church Bells, and Welcome to Worship

Hymn - Jesus Sinners Doth Receive LSB 609
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5 Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6 Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstédtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation, Confession of Sins, and Prayer for Grace
In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

-3-



Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and
praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 5:4-8; antiphon: Psalm 1:6
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;
evil may not dwell with you.

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers.

You destroy those who speak lies;
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you.



Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies;
make your way straight before me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-20
“I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.”

7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked

one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that

wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. °But if you warn

the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his

iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

10“ And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions

and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’




HSay to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why
will you die, O house of Israel?

12 And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver
him when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he
turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when
he sins. 3 Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his
righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his
injustice that he has done he shall die. *Again, though I say to the wicked, “You shall surely die,
yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 1%if the wicked restores the pledge,
gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he
shall surely live; he shall not die. ?*None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered
against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live.

17“Yet your people say, "The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their own way that is not just.
18When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. ?’And
when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by
them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, I will judge each of you
according to his ways.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
“God ... will not let you be tempted beyond your ability.”
] want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through
the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same
spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that
followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased,
for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
®Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. "Do
not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and
rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in a single day. “We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and
were destroyed by serpents, 1'nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the
Destroyer. "Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. ?Therefore let anyone who thinks that he
stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God
is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel Luke 13:1-9
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Parable of the fig tree
IThere were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No,
I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. *Or those eighteen on whom the
tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others who lived in Jerusalem? >No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.”
¢And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking
fruit on it and found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the
ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on
manure. °Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -

everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Children's Message
Hymn - May God Bestow on Us His Grace LSB 824
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.
Tout Poblic domain
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Sermon
The Offerings are Gathered
Offertory Hymn LSB 786
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To You with grate - ful hearts our - selves we give.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-84, alt.
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595-1662

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003497

Tune: Public domain
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Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

After each petition:

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Our prayers conclude:

Lord of life, You have brought us into Your vineyard and appointed us to
bear good fruit. Receive our thanks for Your patience, and grant that we
would show Your love and grace in all that we say and do; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Church

O Lord, graciously receive the prayers of Your Church that, being delivered
from all adversity and error, it may serve You in safety and freedom and
dwell in Your peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you

peace.
Amen.
Sit
Hymn - Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
All  for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, I to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or 1 die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872
Text and tune: Public domain

Silent Prayver, Announcements, and Postlude

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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All Immanuel members and our guests are asked to complete one of the worship
attendance cards found in the pew racks. Please give your card to an usher as
you leave worship. Guests are also asked to sign the guest book in the outer
narthex. Thank you!

You may prepare for next weekend by reading:

Isaiah 12:1-6
“The LORD ... has become my salvation.”

Psalm 32
“I acknowledge my sin to You.”

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Parable of the prodigal son
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Midweek Lenten Services
“Witnesses of Christ”

March 26
Peter

April 2
Barabbas

April 9

Pontius Pilate

EVENING SERVICES WILL BE PRECEDED
BY A LENTEN HYMN SING AT 6:45 PM

WITNESSES
TO CHRIST
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Serving This Weekend:

Liturgist: 5:00 - Vicar Joshua Horst
8:00 - Seminarian Abram Egger 10:30 - Seminarian Andrew Cole

Preacher: Vicar Joshua Horst
Saturday Pianist: Rachel Erdmann
Sunday Organist: Paul Snyder
Elders: 5:00 - Todd Mirly 8:00 - Drew Hackmann 10:30 - Luke Burkemper
Acolytes: 8:00 - Ryan Hundelt & Oscar Niewald
10:30 - Carmen Farra & Anna Szilagyi

Ushers: Team C - Andy Kruse & Gregg Knehans, Head Ushers

Cliancel Flowers

The flowers in the chancel this weekend are given to the praise and glory of God
by Clayton and Amy Klein!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL
THE CHART IS AVAILABLE IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL!
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