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Worship Notes
Fourth Sunday in Lent — March 29 & 30, 2025

We welcome our members and guests who are worshiping with us today,
and pray God'’s rich blessings upon you during this time of worship!

THEME
Divine forgiveness is incomparable. God’s justifiable anger for sinful rebellion is
assuaged. Prodigal sons are forgiven, embraced, and fed. The church continually
recalls this same liturgical sequence — Confession, Absolution, and Eucharist
feast. Our restoration as God’s people is complete by God’s decree and action.
The old has passed away and the new has come. As a forgiven people, we
resound in shouts and songs of unsurpassed joy! Thank the Lord and sing His
praise!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
This morning we follow Setting Four of the Divine Service. During the season of
Lent the Church has traditionally omitted the Gloria in Excelsis and alleluias to
emphasize the penitential nature of the season. “Alleluia” will return to or
worship on Easter!

HYMN OF THE DAY
Our hymn of the day this weekend is Johann Olearius” God Loved the World so
That He Gave, which first appeared in Leipzig in 1671. The translation was done
by August Crull in 1889, and continued in use, with some minor alterations, in
most Lutheran hymnals to the present.

Stanza 1 is an almost literal translation of the “Gospel in a Nutshell,” John 3:16!
Stanza 2 says that Jesus is the only ground of our faith. Stanza 3 reflects the
Trinitarian nature of our faith. Stanza 4 offers encouragement to be of good
cheer. Stanza 5 is a reminder that Jesus Christ is the firmest ground of faith. The
hymn concludes with a resounding Trinitarian doxology!

The tune, ST CRISPIN, named for the 34 century martyr, is by George J. Elvey and
is of English origin.



What our Church Believes, Teaches and
and Confesses regarding The Lord’s Supper

The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very body and blood along with bread
and wine in Holy Communion!, and that these are means by which He forgives
our sins?, strengthens us for daily living, and draws us into closer fellowship
with Him and other believers. The Bible also teaches us to examine ourselves
prior to receiving the meal3. For those receiving Holy Communion, examine
yourself with these questions:

Do I believe that I am a sinner and am I sorry for my sins?
Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior?

Do I believe that Christ’s true body and blood are present in this holy meal for my
forgiveness?

Do I truly intend with the help of God to correct my sinful life?

Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set
aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes. Those who are not members of a Lutheran
Church —Missouri Synod congregation and have not communed at Immanuel
previously are asked to speak with a pastor prior to the service. Those who are of
a different confession (i.e., church body)#* or are unsure about communing, are
invited to come forward during distribution with their hands folded in prayer, or
held close to the chest and receive a blessing.

IMatthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23
2Matthew 26:28; 1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19

31 Corinthians 11:28-32

4]1Corinthians 10:17; 1 Corinthians 11:26



Fourth Sunday in Lent

Divine Service, Setting Four

Prelude, Ringing of the Church Bells, & Welcome to Worship

Hymn - Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed LSB 560
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life, my  rest, Christ cru - ci - fied, )| come.
con - ftrite tears, Christ cru - ci - fied, 1 come.
be  through pain, Christ cru - ci - fied, I  come.
en - vy me, Christ cru - ci - fied, 1 come.
Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855-1928
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838-96
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation, Confession of Sins, and Absolution
[P} In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

-3-



P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

[P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

o} I\

N \ \ il ! i | |
g & s o *_ ~

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning;
and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children
and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits,
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and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1-6
“The LORD ... has become my salvation.”

You will say in that day:

“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away,

that you might comfort me.”

2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my

strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”

SWith joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day:

“Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples,

proclaim that his name is exalted.”

5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.

¢Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
1From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 7Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
BPthat is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 2Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. ?'For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Parable of the prodigal son
INow the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and
the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”
35S0 he told them this parable: . . .
“There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give
me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his property between them. *Not
many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and
there he squandered his property in reckless living. 1¥And when he had spent everything, a
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. ®So he went and hired himself
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. ®And he was
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.
17“But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father’s hired servants have more
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18] will arise and go to my father, and I will say
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 1°I am no longer worthy to be
called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”” 2And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. 22/And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 22But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.
ZAnd bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 2*For this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music
and dancing. 2And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 2?And he
said to him, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has
received him back safe and sound.” 2But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him, ?but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with
my friends. 3'But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes,
you killed the fattened calf for him!” ' And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all
that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and
is alive; he was lost, and is found.””

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life *I-
of the world to come. Amen.




Hymn - God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB 571
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
5 If you are sick, if death is near,

This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

6/\ Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Prayer of the Church
(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

After each petition:

P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Our prayers conclude:

[P) O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of
Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious
resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You,
where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers,
deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and
worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

Stand

Preface LSB 208
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
-10 -



(P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

‘f

Lord's Prayer
[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Confession

(P)

The Lord’s Supper is God’s gift for Christians who are properly instructed.
In communing, we want people to receive Christ’s body and blood for their
good. This means that as you come to the Lord’s Table you affirm with each
communicant that Jesus is your Savior and Lord; and with Lutheran
Christians you confess:

I recognize and confess that I am a sinner. I repent of my sin and ask God’s
forgiveness.

I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and
death.

I believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament and, under
the form of the bread and wine, I receive His true body and blood for the
forgiveness of my sins and the strengthening of my faith and life.

(Augsburg Confession — Article X)

I resolve to dedicate my life to the service of my Lord in His Body, the
Church, by regular group worship, sacrificial giving, thankful living and
sharing the Gospel with others. (Romans 12:1)

Consecration - The Words of Our Lord

d

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My "I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini LSB 163
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 210

) 4 \

p

y 4 —ay I I [ I — |
{1 !

| [ #‘ [

QL
v
L YIES
QL

4 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
) # | ‘\
4'—’ﬁ ) 4
EEE S —— Z |
o \ ! ' | | | \
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
) u . \
o | | [ | | | I
(o Y — I 1 _ > 1 f f
X g - ‘ A 0
N —* - o

0 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
() & ‘
g LU | [ | | | |
g " | [ [ [ | | | I | |
| o WS | I I | | | | I | |
ANIVJ | | & o et - & I | |
Q) ‘ r J L4 14 L4 .

Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

Reception of the Lord’s Supper

Hymn (Sunday Only) - Now the Silence LSB 910
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Now the Fa - ther’s bless - ing Now Now Now

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929-2021
Text and tune: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003497
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JOHN 6:27, ESV
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Hymn - The Infant Priest Was Holy Born

LSB 624
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hid their eyes, This Priest be - came a sac - r1i - fice.
Ho - 1ly Place With - in the veil, be - fore  God’s face.
5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see,

As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

The body of God’s Lamb we eat,

A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

With cherubim and seraphim

Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970
Tune: Second Supplement to Psa

Imody in Min

iature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003497

Tune: Public domain
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect
[P} Let us pray together:
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
(P] Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you

peace.
Amen.
Sit
Hymn - Abide, O Dearest Jesus LSB 919
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1 A-bide, O dear-est Je - sus, A - mong us with Your grace
5 A - bide with Your pro-tec - tion A - mong us, Lord, our strength,
6 A-bide, O faith-ful Sav - ior, A - mong us with Your love;
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That Sa - tan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place.
Lest worldand Sa-tan fell us And o - ver-come at length.
Grant stead-fast-ness and help us To reach our home a - bove.

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Silent Prayver, Announcements, and Postlude
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All Immanuel members and our guests are asked to complete one of the worship
attendance cards found in the pew racks. Please give your card to an usher as
you leave worship. Guests are also asked to sign the guest book found in the
outer narthex.

You may prepare for next weekend by reading:

Isaiah 43:16-21
God is making a way for His chosen people.

Psalm 126
“The LORD has done great things for us.”

Philippians 3:4b-14
“I press on toward the goal.”

Luke 20:9-20
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”

| IS HIE - ¢
CORNER: |
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Serving This Weekend:

Presiding Minister: 5:00 & 8:00 - Pastor Rory Karg

10:30 - The Reverend Mark Hofferber
Lector: Sunday - Vicar Joshua Horst
Preacher: The Reverend Mark Hofferber
Saturday Pianist: Lori Steingraber
Sunday Organist: Paul Snyder
Elders: 5:00 - Todd Mirly 8:00 - Jetf Nixon 10:30 - Bump Trower
Acolytes: 5:00 - Henry Goeggel & Steven Klein

8:00 - Avery Fitzgerald & Connor Hart
10:30 - John Appelbaum & Jeremy Tian
Ushers: Team C - Andy Kruse & Gregg Knehans, Head Ushers

Cliancel Flowers

The flowers in the chancel this weekend are given to the praise and glory of God
by the family of Marguerite Krenning in joyful celebration of her 90t birthday
this coming Friday! "Her children rise up and call her blessed..." (Proverbs 31:28a)

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL
THE CHART IS AVAILABLE IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL!
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